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MISSOULA-Three University of Montana alumni have been selected to receive the 1975 Distinguished
Service Award from the UM Alumni Association during UM Homecoming Oct. 17-18.
The recipients are Maxine Johnson, director of the Bureau of Business and Economic
Research at UM; Hal Stearns, director of the Montana Bicentennial Administration in Helena,
and Dr. Lewis Coriell, founder and director of the Institute for Medical Research in
Camden, N.J.
A tradition since 1959, the awards are presented annually to alumni or former students
who have brought honor to the University and themselves by distinguished service to the
University, the state or the nation.
The DSA winners will be honored at the UM Alumni Awards Dinner at 6 p.m. Friday,
Oct. 17, at the Florence Motor Inn.

They also will be introduced formally to the public at

half time of the UM Homecoming football game between the Grizzlies and the University of
Idaho Vandals.

The kickoff is set for 1:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 18, at Dornblaser Field.

Johnson, a Montana economist and professor at UM's business administration school
since 1950, is coauthor of the "Montana Economic Study," a multivolume publication that deals
with the state's industries and economic future.

In addition, she wrote a special report in

1972 on the Montana wood products industry and its impact on the state's income and employment
She also delivered to Gov. Thomas Judge this year the Montana economic forecast, which
she and other Montana economists helped to prepare.

- more -
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Johnson, who is a native of Kansas and a graduate of Washington State University,
Pullman, received her master's degree in economics from U~l in 1952.

Besides continuing with

her duties as director of the UM Bureau of Business and Economic Research at UM, she 1-1as
appointed a director of the Montana Power Company in September 1975.
A former president of the Missoula branch of the American Association of University
Women, Johnson is a member of the MUW board of directors, Montana division.

She is also a

director for the l\1estern Montana National Bank and the Missoula area Chamber of Commerce.
Stearns, a 1936 UM graduate with a degree in journalism and English, is a former
owner of the Harlowton Times and the Ryegate Clarion, which he managed from 1940 to 1973.
He was city editor for the Havre Daily News from 1937 to 1940 and president of the Montana
Press Association in 1946 and 1947.
A former president of the Montana Historical Society's board of trustees, Stearns has
written extensively on Lewis and Clark and Chief Joseph of the Nez Perce Tribe.
His literary endeavors and dedication as a public servant earned him an honorary
degree of Doctor of Humane Letters from r.tontana State University, Bozeman, in 1974.
Stearns' affiliations with UM include eight years of service as a member of the Council
of 50, an advisory group that has assisted the University administration in communicating
with the Montana public.

He was also president of the UM Alunmi Association in 1969.

Besides his service to UM, Stearns is a member and former chairman of the MSU Board
of Advisors.

In 1969, he was honored by the Interscholastic Track Meet for his continued

interest in the meet and Montana athletics.
Stearns was appointed director of the

~1ontana

Bicentennial Administration in 1973.

is a native of the Deer Lodge valley.
Coriell has had an extensive and impressive career in science, having worked as an
active diagnostician, researcher and administrator.

He graduated from UM in 1934 with a

degree in biology and obtained his medical degree from the University of Kansas, Lawrence,
in 1942.

- more -
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Specializing in bacteriology and immunology, Coriell has published more than 150 books
and articles dealing withthose subjects. He also aided in directing the first mass experiment
with the injection of gamma globulin for the prevention of polio.
He has received several honors and awards for his contributions to medical science,
including the Physician's Recognition Award in Continuing Medical Education, presented to
him in 1969 by the American

i~edical

Association (AMA).

Coriell's hospital and teaching appointments range from his first position as a
laboratory assistant in botany at U14 in 1934 to his current post at the University of
Pennsylvania, where he is an instructor in the arts and sciences graduate school.
The Institute of Medical Research,of which he is now director, was created entirely
by his direction.
A member of numerous medical societies and committees, Coriell has served as a
consultant to the AMA's Council on Drugs since 1965.
Honorary societies of which he is a member include Sigma Xi, Phi Sigma, Alpha Omega
Alpha and the John Morgan Society.
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